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THE NEW YILGARN VERMIN FENCE
T H E State's vermin fence system, f o r m i n g a barrier between the outer edges of the
agricultural areas and the pastoral areas, has been extended 162 miles w i t h the completion of the Y i l g a r n V e r m i n Fence this year.

This new fence, which cost £106,000,
was built by the Agriculture Protection
Board in conjunction with the Yilgarn
and Westonia Shire Councils to protect
the farm land and potential farm land
of both shires from seasonal, southwesterly emu movements.
Previously the emus, often in mobs of
thousands, moved south after meeting the
existing fence and so entered the Yilgarn
area.
Special patrols will man the fence to
prevent travelling or hunting along it.
These are prohibited because of damage
done to the fence by hunters and the
problem of track maintenance.
The new fence is a spur starting from
the Number 1 Fence about 65 miles north
of Burracoppin and extending eastward
and southerly to cross the Great Eastern
Highway at Koorarawalyee, 40 miles east
of Southern Cross. From there it continues for 52 miles due south
The original survey and clearing is included in the cost of £106,000 of which
£32,500 is to be met by the Yilgarn and
Westonia Shire Councils.
As part of the construction of the fence
it was necesesary to build a 21 ft. wide
causeway across Lake Seabrook and to
have two rail crossings and nine motor
traffic passes with gates alongside, including two double passes on the Great
Eastern Highway and the Koolyanobbing
Road. There are 24 other gates and 10
water catchments to provide for the needs
of patrol and maintenance staff.
The fence itself consists of 42-inch
rabbit netting six inches underground and
with two barbed wires above to a total
height of four feet. Wooden posts 15 feet
apart have been used in the northern
section and steel posts, 12 feet apart,
combined with wooden posts, in the
southern part.
In addition to excluding emus, the
fence is designed to bar a flow of wild
dogs from eastern and northern directions.

It was first planned that the new fence
should not extend so far east and should
reconnect with the No. 1 Fence about 65
miles south of Burracoppin. Following a
subsequent decision to include more
potential agricultural land east of Southern Cross, it was decided to use the same
length of fence in the form of a spur. It is
considered unlikely that many emus, if any
at all, from the migratory mobs will cross
the barrier formed by the Great Eastern
Highway, the railway line and the Goldfields pipe line even if they reach as far
as this without having been diverted by
the lake systems further north. Because
of this it is felt there is little danger of
any large number coming round the unconnected end and entering the newly
protected section.
A close check is being maintained to
ascertain how much of the original fence
which is now partially enclosed should be
retained longer than the period—possibly
three years—required to deal with any
emus trapped inside the new fence.
Certainly the length north of Burracoppin to where the new fence starts seems
unnecessary, but only experience can show
how much of the southern section can
be dispensed with.
The State vermin fence barrier system
of 2,023 miles was completed early in the
century, and, starting in 1948, has been
gradually reduced to the present total of
883 miles, including the new Yilgarn
Fence. The reductions were necessary
because of maintenance problems and
decreased usefulness of sections because of
development and changes in the vermin
situation. While the first fences were to
exclude rabbits, the present system is to
protect the main agricultural areas from
migrating emus, wild dogs and kangaroos.
In this way the fences are a most important aid to this State's agricultural
industry.
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